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Xfbrarg flotes an& fHews.
The Editor earnestly requests that librarians and others will send to

him early and accurate information as to all local Library doings. The
briefest record of facts and dates is all that is required.

Jn course of time "Library Notes and News" will become of the
utmost value to the historian of the Free Library movement, and it is
therefore of the highest importance tliat every paragraph should be
vouched for by local knowledge.

Contributors should send a memorandum of their contributions to the
Editor at the end of each quarter, and a remittance -will be promptly
forwarded.

ABERDEEN.—The Town Council has resolved to promote a bill in
next Parliament for the purpose, amongst other things, of making the
municipal boundary of the burgh co-extensive with the parliamentary
boundary. If the bill is passed, the effect would be to largely extend the
district served by the Public Library, and to increase the rate at the
committee's disposal. The library presented by the late Sir John Ander-
son to his birthplace, Woodside, would also come under the jurisdiction
of the Aberdeen Public Library Committee. Miss Emma E. Valentine
has been appointed senior assistant in the reference department at a
salary of ,£50.

ALTRINCHAM.—The trustees of the Altrincham and Bowdon Literary
Institution have intimated that there are too many difficulties in the way
of its being handed over to the Free Library Committee of the Altrin-
cham Local Board. It has therefore been decided to formulate a scheme
for a free library, independent of the Literary Institution.

AYR.—We have already-announced the adoption of the Acts here, but
it may be useful to place on record that the poll showed 2015 votes for,
123 against.

BARKING.—We are indebted to Mr. George Jackson for the following
particulars. The lending department of this Library completed the
first year of its operations on the 31st of May last. During the year
9,100 volumes have been issued, and the number of boirowers is now
over 300. The number of books (800 a ) ear ago), has grown chiefly by-
donations to near 1,600. The lending department is open for three
evenings in the week, and the average issue is now about 100 per night,
the highest number yet reached being 140. As the town is inhabited
almost wholly by working people, and as opponents predicted failure at
its commencement, the committee feel very well satisfied with the result
of their enterprise.

BELFAST.—The reference department of the Belfast Free Library was
formally opened on November 1st by Mr. C. C. Connor, mayor of the
town.

BOWDON, LANCS.—This parish, one of the wealthiest in the neigh-
bourhood of Manchester—of which it is really a suburb—has rejected
the Libraries Acts. The proposal was to unite with Altrincham, and
utilize an existing institution in which both places have an interest. The
matter has been complicated by a variety of extraneous considerations,
and it is expected that the question will be raised again in a more favour-
able form. Meanwhile the Altrincham committee—where the Acts have
been adopted, and where there are some endowments known as the
" Mayor's Fund "—can proceed independently.
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BRADFORD.—The (Bradford) Illustrated Weekly Telegraph of
October 18th contains a well-written article on "Charles Kingsley
and Eversley." It is evidently written by one who had the advantage
of visiting Eversley with the Library Association of the United Kingdom
and of listening to Mr. Suffield's admirable paper. The description is
excellent. The article is signed W., and we do not think we shall be
much astray if we ascribe it to Mr. Butler Wood.

BRIGHTON.— TAe Brighton Guardian of October 23nd contains a
most interesting article entitled ' 'A Year's Work at the Library." It
reviews the progress of the Library during the first year of its existence,
and incidentally makes an able defence of the supply of fiction as a
legitimate and essential function of the Free Library.

BURNLEV.—The question of a free library is being taken up with some
vigour by the Burnley Trades Council.

CHISWICK.—H. J. Hewitt, assistant at the Fulham Free Public
Library, has been appointed Librarian of the Chiswick Public Library.

DUBLIN.—The Irish Times, August 16th, has an article on St. Sepul-
chre's Public Library, Dublin—otherwise called Marsh's Library—which
owes its origin to the liberality of Dr. Narcissus Marsh, a 17th century
Archbishop of Dublin, who designed it " to be for the use of all persons
who should resort thereto at the hours appointed for the library-keeper's
attendance, and are willing to conform to the rules and directions of the
governors thereof." The present librarian is the Rev. G. T. Stokes, D.D.,
Professor of History in Dublin University.

EDINBURCH.—Mr. Gladstone during his recent visit to Edinburgh
took the opportunity of calling at the Signet, Advocates' and Free Public
Libraries.

LEOMINSTER.—In 1889 the Public Library Acts were adopted in
Leomirister. The " out parishioners:> protested, and the vote was pro-
nounced void by the Local Goverment Board. The promoters have tried
all in their power to meet the objections raised by the out parishioners, and,
at the recent poll, on the voting papers the ratepayers were asked if they
favoured the proposal to impose upon the out-parish a rate of only '/id.
1056 voting papers were issued on November 3rd. On November 10th the
Town Clerk reported to the Town Council that the result of the recent
vote was a majority in favour of the adoption of the Acts of 332, and
of 19 in favour of imposing the full id. rate on the out-parish. The
Council thereupon after a warm discussion appointed a committee of
sixteen persons, eight to represent the Council and eight to represent
those promoters of the scheme who were not on the Council. Cost of
taking the poll ^38 9s.

LONDON : DEPTKORD.—The parish of St. Paul, Deptford, has been
polled on the question of adopting the Acts. The number of papers
issued was 11,351, but only 4,182 valid votes were recorded. The papers
were collected on Monday, November 17th, and counted on Tuesday,
when the result was made known by Mr. T. W. Marchant, the returning
officer, as follows :—Against the adoption, 2,424; for the adoption,
1,758 ; majority against, 666. Is this a mere coincidence, or have we at
last discovered the true significance of the mystic "number of the Beast?"

LONDON : CHELSEA.—Mr. Henry Young, one of the Commissioners,
has very generously presented three relievos, which will be placed on the
wall of the staircase leading to the Reference Library, but in a position to
be seen from the entrance hall. They are the original models of the
triptych by the late J. Birnie Philip, under a commission from the
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Queen for the adornment of St. George's Chapel, Windsor, and are par-
ticularly interesting to Chelsea, as the sculptor resided at Merton Villa,
which stood on the site now occupied by the new Library building. The
subjects are "The Ascension," '' Christ appearing to His disciples," and
"Jesus saith unto her ' Touch me Not.'"

LONDON : GREENWICH.—An animated discussion took place at the
Greenwich Vestry on October 20th, on a motion of Mr. E. Pascoe
Williams, that a special committee be appointed to consider the applica-
tion of the Free Libraries Acts to Greenwich. The proposal was
seconded by Captain Ommanney, R.N., and eventually carried by fifty
votes against one dissentient.

LONDON : HOLBORN. - On October 30th a meeting of the inhabitants
of Holborn was held in the Town Hall, Gray's Inn Road, to consider
the adoption of the Free Libraries Acts in the district. Mr. Gainsford
Bruce, M.P., presided. Mr. T. H. Wyld proposed, and Mr. Speaight
seconded, a resolution declaring the desirability of establishing a free
library for Holborn. Mr. Jacobs (Holborn District Board of Works)
moved the following amendment :—" That in the opinion of this meeting
it is inexpedient at present to increase the" already too heavy rates of the
district by the formation of a free library." The Rev. F. Thome, vicar
of Holy Trinity, Gray's Inn Road, seconded the amendment. Mr. A.
Hoare, L.C.C., and other representative and influential residents spoke in
favour of the resolution. After some very stormy proceedings the chair-
man announced that the show of bands was equally divided, forty-five
voting for the adoption of the Acts and an equal number against. The
meeting then broke up without any decision being arrived at.

LONDON : LEWISHAM.—The Vestry has accepted the decision which
limited the rate for the Free Public Library to a halfpenny in the £, and
have appointed nine commissioners, Mr. D. K. Forbes, of Sydenham,
being the chairman, and Mr. S. Brabrook, F.S.A., of Lewisham, vice-
chairman. At their first meeting they decided to appoint a librarian at a
salary of ,£120 a year with allowance for house; his age to be between
25 and 40, and previous experience indispensable. The remoteness of
Blackheath and Sydenham from Lewisham proper, will necessitate at least
three libraries, so that there will be quite enough to do with the ,£900 a
year which the j£d. rate will produce.

LONDON : NEWINGTON.—The result of the voting on the question
of the establishment of a Free Library for Newington was made known
on October 29th. The figures are as follows :—For, 2,841 ; against,
2,048 : majority for, 793. There were 4,349 spoilt papers, these having
been returned either unsigned or without stating "yes" or "no." There
were 3,486 removals.

LONDON : POPLAR.—A crowded public meeting was held on October
30th at the Poplar Town Hall, in support of the project for the adoption
of the Acts in Poplar. A large amount of local support has been
accorded to the movement, nearly .£3,000 having already been
promised. Mr. \V. P. Bullivant, who presided, stated that it was pro-
posed to erect two suitable libraries : one (the main building) in the
East India Road, and a branch library in the Isle of Dogs. For this
purpose / i 5,000 would be required, and it was intended to raise as much
as possible, first from the ground landlords, the manufacturers, and
shipowners of Poplar, and afterwards to obtain help from some of the
City Livery Companies and other outside sources. It was computed
that a local id. rate would bring in about .£900 per annum, and this
would be enough to efficiently maintain the proposed libraries. After a
speech from the Bishop of Bedford, Mr. S. Buxton, M.P., proposed,
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" That in the opinion of this meeting it is desirable for Poplar to have a
Free Library." This was seconded by Major Welby, and carried
unanimously.

LONDON: ST. GEORGE'S, BLOOMSBURY.—At a public meeting of the
ratepayers of St. George's, Bloomsbury, and St. Giles-in-the-Fields, held
on October 21st, the following resolution, proposed by Mr. Walter Blott,
seconded by Mr. W. H. Fenton, and supported by Mr. Gainsford Hruce,
M.P., Rev. Boyd Carpenter, and others, was carried unanimously:—
"That a Free Library for St George's, Bloomsbury, and St. Giles-in-the-
Fields is desirable."

LONDON : ST. MARYLEBONE.—The library movement in St Maryle-
bone is gathering strength, and the two libraries already established by the
local association are extending their work in a most satisfactory manner.
Among the more important recent gifts have been a second donation of
500 volumes from J. Passmore Edwards, Esq., and 50 volumes from Sir
F. Pollock, Bart. An appeal is now being circulated in a portion of the
borough for a voluntary id. rate. Should a fair response be made, the
premises at Lisson Grove will be doubled in size, and a Children's Library
will also be established. It is also proposed to open a Reading Room
and Reference Library in St. John's Wood, or Portland Town, as the
demand upon the accommodation afforded by the two established libraries
is much greater than can comfortably be supplied. The daily issue of
books at the Lisson Grove Library now reaches 150. At the East Mary-
lebone Library it is about 10a The attendance at each of the reading
rooms is upwards of 500 a day. 1,300 borrowers' tickets have been issued,
and there is a joint stock of 9,000 volumes. A course of five winter
lectures has been begun. Among the lecturers are, the Kev. Mr. Diggle;
Dr. B. W. Richardson ; Dr. Norman Kerr; and Mr. Thos. Greenwood.
The committee contemplate making another attempt to secure the ad-
vantages of the Libraries Acts in or about February next.

LONDON : WEST HAM.—The Free Libraries Acts have been adopted
in this parish by 9,953 votes against 3,535.

NEWCASTJ.E-UPON-TYNE.—The Public Libraries Committee are about
to introduce the incandescent electric light. Although comparatively
a modern library (the lending department being opened in 1880, and the
reference library in 18S4), very considerable damage has already been
done to the bindings by gas, besides very serious injury to the decora-
tions. The reference library has recently acquired, by means of a public
subscription, a very valuable addition in the "Gibsone Conches :" a
collection of original water-colour drawings of shells, by the late George
Gibsone, Architect, of Ncwcastle-upon-Tync. in sixteen portfolios, con-
taining 1.965 separate sheets (13} x 9}). There are in all 7,260 full-
sized coloured drawings from nature of 3,025 species or varieties of shells,
finished with an intelligence likely to make the collection for a long time
unique, whether considered as works of art or of natural science.
Some years ago this collection was valued by Messrs. Children &
Gray, the then heads of ihc Natural History Department of the British
Museum, for the Radcliffe Library, Oxford (at that time in treaty for
their purchase), at /5C0. Since that time the number of designs has
been nearly doubled, and the whole collection carefully catalogued
according to the genera of Lamarck, so that, at the present moment, the
actual value of the collection may be estimated at .£1,000.

NOTTINGHAM.—Mr. lirisroe, the Librarian of the Free Public
Libraries, has projected a series of " Half-Hour-talks with the people,
about books and book-writers," in connection the branch libraries and
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reading rooms at Nottingham. Among the lecturers, are the Town
Clerk, the Professor of English Literature, and the Master of the High
SchooL The subjects include " Charles Kingsley," " George Eliot," " Sir
Walter Scott," " Newspaper Reading," " History of the British Parlia-
ment," &c. Mr. Briscoe, completed his twenty-first year of office in
September last. . The members of his staff have availed themselves of
the, occasion to present their chief with.a very pleasing testimony to the
relations that exist between them. The testimonial took the form of a
beautifully illuminated address, the work of Mr. Gooch, a member of the
staff.

SOUTHAMPTON.—The Southampton Town Council have passed a
resolution asking the authority of the Local Government Board to build
a new Free Library on a spare corner of the public parks.

STOCKTON.—On October 30th a meeting of the ratepayers of South
Stockton was held in the Market Hall to consider the desirability of
adopting the Acts. Mr. John Steel, chairman of the Local Board,
presided, and read a letter from Mr. T. Wrightson, of Norton Hall,
in which that gentleman offered, if the ratepayers decided to adopt
the Acts, to build a suitable library on a central site at a cost of
,£1,500, and to present it to his fellow-townsmen. Mr. J. Parry
moved " That the Libraries Acts be adopted," and stated that promises
of support had been received from other gentlemen. Mr. C. Arthur
Head'seconded the resolution, which was supported by Dr. Thomas
Watson, and carried unanimously. A poll of the ratepayers will be
taken.

NORTH MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.—The second meeting of
this association was held at Newark-upon-Trent on Thursday, October
9th, the chair being occupied by the President, Mr. Briscoe (Nottingham).
Mr. Midworth (Newark Stock Library) read a paper on A Librarian's
Doty towards his Readers," which gave rise to an animated discussion ;
and Mr. Briscoe contributed " Notes on early Newark Printing and Book- \

• sellers." Specimens of early Newark typography were exhibited. After-
wards the Gilstrap Free Library, the proprietary and parish libraries,
and the private library of .Mr. Branston were visited. It was decided,
on the invitation of Mr. C. V. Kirkby (Borough Librarian, Leicester),
that the next meeting of the association should be held at Leicester on
Thursday, December 1 ith. The meeting aroused much interest in
Newark, the local press giving full reports of the proceedings. As a.
result of Mr. Bnscoe's remarks on the parish church library the question
of its removal to the Gilstrap Free Library has been raised in the Town
Council.

FOREIGN.

TASMANIA.—So far as information can be obtained, there were thirty-
five public libraries open to the public during the year i838. In all they
contain 63,259 volumes. The receipts for the year amounted to £2,402,
in addition to £677 by the Government These libraries are open at
convenient hours during working days, and appear to be well attended.—
Tasmanian Official Record, 1890.

COLOMBO MUSEUM.—A most interesting account of the work
accomplished during last year is to be found in the Ceylon Administra-
tion Reports, 1889, Part IV., Miscellaneous. Although opened as long
ago as 1877, the present is, in reality, the first authorised annual report
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on the library, and in it full particulars are given of the earlier history
of the institution. As now constituted, the library in Colombo Museum
is the result of a wise amalgamation of several libraries. These were
the library of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, the
Government Oriental Library, and the Free Public Library. In his
report the librarian, Mr. F. H. M. Corbet, deals at considerable length
with the progress made in the various branches of library work,
such as bookbinding, cataloguing, and exchange of publications; the
difficulties he has to contend with in the first-named are happily to a
great extent unknown in home libraries. Most important information is
given on books relating to or printed in Ceylon, and we earnestly hope
both branches of literature may receive all the attention that they deserve
in a collection which is national in character and purpose. The report
teems with matter of so great interest that we can do little beyond say-
ing that the MS. records of the Dutch administration of the Island are
noticed at some length. These documents, " fast crumbling to pieces
from dust and neglect," it is proposed to transfer from the Government
Record Office to the Museum Library, and as soon as the necessary
accommodation for the 6,500 folio volumes is provided they will be-
removed and made accessible to the public. Perhaps the most interest-
ing portion of the report is that which deals with the collection of the
literature of Ceylon, " much of which remains enshrined in ola manu-
scripts." By purchase and loan for transcription wonderful progress has
been made in collecting these ancient writings ; and if we consider the
difficulties of long journeys (for " except by inquiry on the spot and per-
sonal inspection," it has been found impossible to procure them) and the-
very limited funds at the disposal of the institution, we think that for
number and importance the list of purchases will compare most favour-
ably with any similar institution in the world. Mr. Corbet's " able and
zealous assistant," Mr. de Zilva Wickremasinghe, gives a summarised
description of the manuscripts added to the library. Of course there
are a certain number of statistics, but with so much of greater impor-
tance to select from we must content ourselves by merely observing
that they show steady progress and increasing appreciation in the
institution.

T H E REV. ERNEST C. RICHARDSON, the accomplished Librarian of
Hartford Theological Seminary, has been chosen to succeed the late Dr.
Frederic Vinton as the head of the library at Princeton University.

Xibrarg Catalogues.
Cheltenham Public Library. Catalogue of the Lending and

Reference Departments, including the " Day Library of
Natural History," with " Key" to the Indicator. Compiled
by William Jones, Chief Librarian. 1890. Royal 8vo, pp.
vlii, 296.

Each department is catalogued separately on the dictionary plan.
Volumes of collected essays and polygraphs have their contents set out,
but periodicals have not been so treated on account of the expense. The
total number of books catalogued is over 17,000 volumes, including the
very valuable collection, of about 1,200 volumes, presented by the Misses
Day, as a memorial of their father, Francis Day, author of. numerous
works on Fish and Fish Culture.
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